Dear Parents and Carers,
Firstly, thank you for engaging so well in the public
consultation we have conducted over the past few days.

In the best interest of the
students, staff and the
greater community, the
school has cancelled
many of the scheduled
upcoming events in
response to COVID-19.

It was good to chat to so many of you and develop an understanding of views
around the covid19 schooling arrangements and potential options to return.
Many of the conversations we had indicated the high levels of appreciation you
had for the school’s handling of the situation around switching to an online
delivery mode.
Thank you for your very kind words, comments and respect. But, this is mutual.
As a school we can’t speak highly enough of the way that you as parents took it
on.
If we ever wondered what strong and engaging partnerships meant, this would be
a testimony of that for many years to come.
As we may have mentioned in the conversations with you all, the Board will meet
next week and discuss the matter in detail.
We hope to have another communique to you next week.

Please refer to the
Emmaus online calendar
for all cancelled school
event updates.

Term 2
Start: Tuesday, 28th April 2020
End: Friday, 3rd July 2020

Term 3

Remember, school starts again on Tuesday 9:00am and our staff are ready to
see their students again online and for those who can’t be supervised at home,
we will see them again on campus. Please remember to complete the attendance
form and hand it in to the staff member on duty.
Finally, I want to reflect on the Word of God, the truth that guides us each day
and an encouragement for all of life. And for a change, it won’t contain any
references to covid19!
I recently read 1 Corinthians 13. You may know it. It is the famous chapter on
love placed right in the middle of two chapters with issues which caused great
controversy in the church then and even sometimes today.
The apostle Paul is saying that love is the greatest gift we should desire, because
love will remain forever and without it we are nothing anyway.
Love is a much used, much misused, and much misunderstood word.
I did a search to see if Biblical love is connected to feelings or emotions, but I
could find no Bible passages to support this.
So, love can’t be confused with feeling good or personal preferences. On the
contrary, it has everything to do with our actions and will – with what we choose
to be (patient, kind), as well as what we choose not to be (jealous, proud).

Start: Monday, 27th July 2020
End: Friday, 25th September 2020

Term 4
Start: Monday, 12th October 2020
End: Wednesday, 16th December 2020

Preschool
8.30am: Start
12.00pm: Lunch
6.00pm: Finish
Students are signed in and out by
their caregiver
Primary School
8.53am: Primary School bell sounds
8.55am: Morning Assembly Line-up
3.00pm: Finish
Secondary School
8.45am: Start
3.10pm: Finish

The Greek word for Biblical love is agape. It can be defined as a sacrificial, giving, absorbing, love. It has little
to do with emotion; it has much to do with self-denial.
In Galatians 5 the quality of love is placed first among the fruits
brought forth in the heart of a believer. 2 John verse 6 says, “And
this is love: that we walk in obedience to his commands”.
It starts by loving God with heart, soul, mind, and strength. And
from this flows a love for others. The love of the Bible shows itself
in a believer's reliance on God and his actions towards others.
It will make us ready to do kind acts to those within our reach both to their bodies and souls. It will be more than soft words and
kind wishes.
Where can we find the ultimate pattern of love like this? We only
have to look at the life of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Love radiated from Him. His daily life was a continuous example
of glorifying His Father and doing good to others.
He was hated, persecuted, and misrepresented, but He patiently and lovingly endured it all.
In love He also never ignored sin and was prepared to expose wickedness and falseness in its true colours,
dealing with those who lived in it.
He boldly called things by their names and He spoke as freely of hell as of heaven.
He taught us that perfect love does not require us to approve of everybody's life or opinions, and yet to be
loving at the same time.
We get the point. We see how the lack of Biblical love causes a lot of misery. A lot of sorrow is caused by illtemper, strife, lawsuits, envy, revenge, frauds, wars, selfishness, and the like.
It would be one great step towards doubling the happiness of mankind, and halving their sorrows, if all men
and women were full of Scriptural love towards God and others.
Isn’t this the love we want to proclaim to our children?
Erik Hofsink
Principal

School Fee Statements have been emailed to families during the
holiday break. Please ensure that term fees are paid by Friday 1
May to avoid administration fees on unpaid account. If you need
to discuss your account or did not receive your statement, please
contact our Bursar, Caroline Lanivia via the school office or
accounts@emmaus.act.edu.au Thank you to all the families who
have signed up for a Direct Debit Authority. Direct Debit is our
preferred method of school fee payments.
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Dear Emmaus families,
We wish to support our students during this difficult time and our student Wellbeing
Coordinator, Mrs Michelle Gillis, is available to talk to students in the presence of a
parent/carer via Google Meets.
Should you want your child to talk to Michelle, please email
michelle@emmaus.act.edu.au to organise a time to connect.

Our ICT Support Service (OPC-i.t.) have gone to great lengths in supporting us
during these difficult times and they have done a remarkable job so far.
For help with login issues and password resets:
•
•

Please ring their helpdesk 1300 788 616 or
e-mail loginsupport@emmaus.act.edu.au

For any student with additional learning needs, or on an Individual Learning Plan, please don’t hesitate to
contact the Assistant Head of School. They, and their team of Teaching Assistants, are eager and willing to
help.
1. Eugene Roodt - Assistant Head of Secondary & Inclusion Support for Secondary Students
2. Tamara Wilkinson - Assistant Head of Primary & Inclusion Support for Primary Students

If you have any questions or experience any difficulties with Google Classrooms, please e-mail Luke
Willsmore. Luke is eager to help parents with Google Classrooms specific questions. E.g.
Q: If my child has submitted an assignment, can it be unsubmitted for checking by me?
A: Yes, there is an unsubmit function.

The health, safety and wellbeing of our communities and our people remains our highest priority. Due to the
ongoing uncertainty surrounding coronavirus, the School Banking program will remain on hold. We will
continue to monitor the situation and keep you informed with any updates including how we will be
managing Dollarmite tokens for students.
In the meantime, here are some handy online resources for parents who wish to maintain momentum with
their child’s financial education:
•
•

Start Smart: these resources have been created to improve children’s money
management skills, and is aligned to the Australian Curriculum and the National Consumer Financial
Literacy Framework.
The Beanstalk: offers videos and fun activities for children to learn about money.
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SkoolBag is one of Australia's most trusted school apps and is
used by many schools to provide parents with a simple and
central communication platform. The app works on Apple,
Android and Windows devices (please see installation
instructions).
If you are a new family to Emmaus please download the
SkoolBag App.
All school and class reminders, notices and permission forms
to parents will be sent out via SkoolBag. Permission notices
can be signed and returned electronically, you can even lodge
student absence notifications and much more via SkoolBag.

Sign up to the one applicable to you.

1. Within the school's content click on the "Groups" tab.
2. Click on > Add/Remove Groups
3. Click on the

1.

2.

icon on the screen to add the relevant content groups.
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3.

Our warmest congratulations to Miss Elissa de Vries who got married in March and is now Mrs Elissa Doran.
We are so happy for her and her husband Bruce and mindful that their actual wedding celebrations had to be
drastically modified. We thank God for their marriage and pray that despite the disappointments that forced
changes to the wedding day may have brought, that their happiness and joy of being married will abound.

Photo: Mrs Doran (Ms de Vries) and her father
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Photo: Mr Bruce & Mrs Elissa Doran
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Artwork by Ethan P

ANZAC DAY
Saturday, 25 April 2020
THE ODE
They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old;
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn.
At the going down of the sun and in the morning
We will remember them.
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Artwork by Ethan P

IN FLANDERS FIELDS

In Flanders’ fields the poppies blow
Between the crosses, row on row,
That mark our place; and in the sky
The larks, still bravely singing, fly
Scarce heard amid the guns below.
We are the Dead. Short days ago
We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow,
Loved and were loved, and now we lie
In Flanders’ fields.
Take up our quarrel with the foe:
To you from failing hands we throw
The torch; be yours to hold it high.
If ye break faith with us who die
We shall not sleep, though poppies grow
In Flanders’ fields.
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ANZAC Biscuit Recipe
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

1 cup rolled oats
1 cup plain flour, sifted
1 cup sugar
¾ cup desiccated coconut
150g butter
2 tablespoons golden syrup
2 tablespoons boiling water
1 ½ teaspoons bicarbonate of soda
1. Combine oats, sifted flour, sugar and
coconut in a large bowl. Melt butter
and golden syrup in a small pan.
2. Mix boiling water and soda together.
Blend into butter mixture. Pour over
dry ingredients; mix well.
3. Place spoonsfuls of mixture onto
greased or lined baking trays, allow
room for spreading.
4. Bake at 170 degrees (fan forced
oven) for 8 – 10 minutes, or until
golden. Loosen while warm.
Cool on trays. Transfer to a wire
rack. Cool completely. Store in an
airtight container.
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Artwork by Alysha O (Y3)

Artwork by Izaac O (Y7)

A SPRIG OF ROSEMARY
Rosemary has been associated with remembrance since ancient times, but its particular
significance to ANZAC Day dates back to World War I. Native to the seaside regions of the
Mediterranean, rosemary grows wild on the slopes of the Gallipoli Peninsula.
Tradition has it that a wounded Digger brought home a small rosemary bush from ANZAC Cove,
which was planted in the grounds of the Army Hospital at Keswick, South Australia. Cuttings
from this original plant were taken and propagated in nurseries all over Australia, and sprigs of
rosemary are worn to this day by attendees at ANZAC Day ceremonies as a fragrant reminder
of the fallen.
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Just imagine how special it would be if every
Australian was standing in their driveway at 6am on
ANZAC Day, united in spirit to remember all those
who have served and sacrificed for the lifestyle we
enjoy today. https://www.rslqld.org/ANZACspirit

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Acknowledgment of Country
The Ode
The Last Post
A minute’s silence
Reveille
Advance Australia Fair
God Defend New Zealand

Please join us and the rest of Australia in this special
moment #ANZACspirit #lightupthedawn

The National Commemorative Service will be held
from 5.30am AEST.
It's being broadcast from inside the Australian War
Memorial (AWM) in Canberra, and you can watch
it live on ABC TV, listen on ABC radio, or stream
on ABC's YouTube or Facebook feeds.

Artwork by
Alysha O (Y3)
Madi O (Y5)
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This past term, Year 6 have focused on ‘service/serving/servant-heart’. They have had some homework
activities as well as a school-based project regarding this. In the first week of our ‘distance’ learning I asked
Kylie (our TA) if she would like to do a devotion with the students or if there was anything on her heart to
share with the students. She came back to me with the idea of the students writing a letter to someone in the
community – to someone being impacted by what is going on at the moment – like an aged-care worker. This
was an idea that I loved. It tied in so nicely with our “servant-heart” drive, as well as with the English program,
as we had just done letter writing.
I put this activity to the students as part of their Health lesson. Reaching out to the community and being a
blessing to others, making them feel special and appreciated is very important as Christians.
Below, is a response Toby G (Y6) received after sending a letter to the Canberra Hospital emergency staff.
I thought you might like to know what an influence our beautiful young people’s servant hearts are having on
the community.
Chantelle
Swanepoel
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Ethan P, Year 6
Ethan created these Japanese origami cranes and
traditional kimonos and costumes as part of his
“Serve a Teacher Project” in Term 1.
He surprised Sensei Brown by gifting them to her.
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The Oei Family: Salt dough tombs they made and decorated. He Is Risen!

The Snow Family

Just wanted to share
today's absolute crack up....
I came running down to the
lounge after hearing this
almighty noise... Only to
find tom doing music
lessons with Mr
body. 😂😂😂
Tom found the biggest
sticks he could in the yard
and one of my saucepans
and was thrashing it out to
'we will rock you'. Hilarious.
Thanks for today's laugh.
Anna
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We thought you might like to
see these Easter posters
Anna and Elliot made to cheer
up local aged care residents
(suggested by their Scout
group).
Anna & Elliot laminated them
so they can be wiped over
with alcohol wipes and
dropped them in to reception
at Goodwin Village Ainslie.
Hopefully they bring some joy
to residents who are finding
this a lonely time.
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Year 6 Science experiment.
Toby and the Year 6 class
had to determine whether
food colouring would dissolve
in water or oil and why?
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Toby has been
practicing his culinary
skills by baking a loaf
of bread. It looks
amazing!
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Emmanuel in P3 is
missing his friends at
school but he is
enjoying the emails he
is receiving.
Attached is a photo of
Emmanuel finding a
snail climbing on his
fence.
He has also created a
felt friends board
showing himself ,
Zachary, Hudson,
Susannah and Zoe.
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How

Hannah doing the Math games
set by her Kindy teacher.
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Louis in Year 1
Crazy Hair Fun Day!
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Louis did a farm activity
and collected strawberries
from his home garden.
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The Cohen Family

Sofia in P3
having fun
with Autumn
leaves.
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In Japanese in Term 1 Week 10, students were given the freedom to produce something fun, creative and
semi-Japanese-related. Here are some examples of their suteki na (amazing) work:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Zara Y, Y7
Anya G, Y7
Amy I’A, Y7
Amelie M, Y7
Marilla C, Y9
Lauren H, Y8

2

1

3

4

5
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6

7

8

7. Gabby O, Y7
9. Zoe S, Y8

8. Bethany J, Y6
10. Jamie F, Y7

9

10
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Maanya meeting her teacher and enjoying homework on her laptop.
Meera has been learning doing puzzles and watching preschool videos. Maanya and Meera
have been doing some yoga too.
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The Choi Family – Shiprah’s Lego Classroom

Shiphrah is so enthused to be part of the Kindy Team and made this
Lego model of her school stuff: she explained it's SkoolBo, her desk,
folder and laptop.

The Abraham Family

Benji in
Kindergarten
is sharing his
Science
work.
His beans
have been
well cared for
and have
had a growth
spurt.
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The Samson Family

Calvin is sharing
the home office
with his mum &
dad to do his
schoolwork
remotely.
Keon & Calvin
have also been on
a baking spree
after so that they
have some snacks.
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The Ceacis Family
Daniel and Oliver are sharing some of the activities they have been doing since commencing with Schooling
at home.
When things resume back to normal, the boys may have to make another one of those amazing cakes to
share with the Staff at Emmaus. Yum, how good does it look?
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The Hasibuan Family

Charity and Christiana decided to play badminton and tennis together

Christiana has been enjoying cutting with scissors, sorting shapes with shaped buttons

drew circles while Charity's studying with her computer

practiced her violin and Christiana decided to join her although she hasn't known how and the
violin was still too big for her!
Charity had a Google Meet with Mrs. Wilkinson and Christiana wanted to join her again

Charity and Christiana have been doing some great activities at home.
The have been playing badminton and tennis together and practicing
the violin. Charity had a Google Meet with Mrs. Wilkinson and
Christiana joined in for the session. Christiana has also been enjoying
cutting with scissors and sorting shaped buttons.
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The Hagel Family

A personal note
from Mrs Hagel:
Enjoy the quiet as we
master the recorder
here at home for
Hannah, with Seb
keen to join in, and
some Go Noodle to
mix it up. Remind me
to thank Mr Body for
sending the recorder
home!
Seb giving a thumbs
up to his completed
schoolwork.

P 02 6247 7151

Responses to Year 4 Survey Questions: “Write a note to your teacher”.
"Dear Miss Orr. I hope you are going well without
your best class in the universe and I hope that we
get to come back to school in term two"

We miss seeing you and want to hear how you are
going!

Working at home is fine I just need to sometimes
remind myself it is not a holiday.

Hello Mr. Miller, I am fine. It is like 'school holidays
for kids who still want school to be on'. I would like
to go back to school soon.

I really miss you Miss Orr and your funniness and
your lessons.

I am Impressed with how you are working, and I
really miss you.

I miss you SOOO much Mr Miller!

How are you going.

Going fine and having a good time :)

I`m going good and I miss you to.

Mr Miller I miss you teaching us and I hope we
can see each other again.

I'm going fine thank you.

"Hello Miss Orr. How are you doing? I am doing
great. When are we going to start school again?
I am going well at home.
Dear Miss Orr and Mr.Miller, ,I miss seeing you
very much! How are you going? Hoping to see
you soon!!
"Dear Miss Orr. I really miss you Miss Orr-some
and I miss the nonsense jokes you make"
I really miss you guys and I hope you are doing
good.
Hello amazing and wonderful Mr Miller I hope you
and your family are well.
Everyone misses seeing you Mr Miller and Ms
Orr.

I am going great! But I do miss seeing the class and
teachers.
"Dear Miss Orr. I am missing the school because I
WANT WI-FI and I am missing Miss Orr-some
because Miss Orr is awesome and it is easier at
school"
I am going great! I miss you guys so much and want
to see you back at school soon!!!
Hi Mr Miller I am going good with work.
I am going good!
I bet you are sad because the AFL has been
cancelled so I might take a video of me playing and
send it to you instead :) Mr Miller’s favourite.
I can't wait to go back to school.
You are working really hard and I really miss you.

"I am going fine at home (for now).
I am going bad.
I really want to come back to school.
I`m going good and how you going.
I miss you.

Hello Miss Orr,,I have been having a lot of fun at
home. I had a lot of fun doing my work.
Hi Miss Orr and Mr Miller, I miss seeing you to, I am
struggling a little bite but other than that I am fine.

I am going good.
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Mya the dog refused
to move from Alice’s
chair, not letting her
continue with her
schoolwork.
She is a cheeky
dog!
Is your pet a help or
a hindrance when it
comes to getting
schoolwork
completed?

Max has been working
on his family words in
class.
A word family is a group
of words with a common base
to which different prefixes and
suffixes are added. For example,
members of the word
family based on the headword,
base, stem, or root word work
include rework, worker, working,
workshop, and workmanship,
among others.
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The building and maintenance crew at school taking a well earned break

If you would like to share your home schooling experience with the
Emmaus community through the Newsletter, please forward photos,
videos and updates to leonie@emmaus.act.edu.au.
We have been excited to see how the students are responding to this
current new way of life.
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