
 

 

 

Dear Parents, 

It has been quite a couple of weeks, and I am pleased to share with you again 

today.   

As Principal I’ve accepted the stepping down of our Head of Primary, Caroline 

Orr. This undoubtedly brings new opportunities to refresh and engage. 

Caroline will remain a teacher at our school, and we are very excited about 

that. We will soon start the process of seeking Expressions of Interests and 

will keep you up to date in this space. I have always valued the harmonious 

working relationships we enjoy at school and deeply appreciate the passion of 

Caroline in her position, supported by all our staff and the dedicated 

leadership team. I thank God for it every day. Caroline will be on Long Service 

Leave in Term 4. We will, therefore, aim to have a new Head of Primary 

starting in Term 4 this year. 

As Public Advocate for the Australian Association of Christian Schools, I’ve 

just been through a roller-coaster of pre-election work, meetings and speaking 

engagements and now dealing with some post-election follow-up work. The 

AACS Board, our Executive Officer Alithea and I are thankful for the Emmaus 

community allowing me to work in this sphere of influence and advocacy. 

Over the past months, we have spoken at may Christian School AGM’s and 

each school would like me to pass on the appreciation to Emmaus board and 

you as a community for allowing me to do this work.  

Two weeks ago we had our National CEN Conference here in Canberra. As 

you know, Emmaus is part of this family of schools, and we are proud of our 

affiliation with this network. Elsewhere in this newsletter, please see a small 

brochure that sums up our belonging to them, and it is called A Membership 

Covenant for CEN Member Schools. 

At this same conference, our School Choir and Worship Band lead us in 

devotional singing on the Saturday morning. I was so proud of our staff and 

students involved with this. Their singing was beautiful, and everyone at the 

conference told me how delighted they were with seeing students from one of 

our CEN schools singing with such passion and zeal.  Well done to everyone 

involved and thanks to the parents for bringing their children to the conference 

on a Saturday morning. 

This morning we had our Reconciliation Day Assembly. This was a beautiful 
time around the theme of understanding reconciliation and reaching out 
between people and God reaching out to us in Jesus Christi to reconcile us to 
Him.  
 
Last Tuesday, we had our Association AGM, and you can read more about 
this meeting elsewhere in today’s newsletter. I would like to thank our Board 
for their hard work in the school and congratulate our new board members 
(Susie Edwards and Laura Day) as well as our new Board Executive on their 
election.  
 

 

 

 

 
Saturday 1 June 
 

• Working Bee 
 

Sunday 2 June 
 

• Senior Band @ National Eisteddfod 

 
 

 
Tuesday 4 June 
 

• Preschool (Lyndell) Obstacle-a-thon 
Preschool (Pekka) Obstacle-a-thon 

 

Wednesday 5 June 
 

• School Banking 
 

Thursday 6 June 
 

• Year 9 & 10 Art Excursion 
 

Friday 7 June 
 

• SRC - Hot Dog Sales 

• Preschool (Debbie) Obstacle-a-thon 

• Preschool (Celeste) Obstacle-a-thon 

 
 

 
Monday 10 June 
 

• Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday 
 

Wednesday 12 June 
 

• ACT 12&U, 13&O Cross Country 

• School Banking 
 

Friday 14 June 
 

• SRC - Hot Dog Sales 

 
 

 
Tuesday 18 June 
 

• Preschool Kenny Koala Visit 

• Interschool Yr 5&6 Canberra Cup 
Football Festival 

 

Wednesday 19 June 
 

• School Banking 
 

Friday 21 June 
 

• SRC - Hot Dog Sales 

• Preschool Kenny Koala Visit 
 

Sunday 23 June 
 

• Bunnings BBQ Fundraiser  
 

https://www.emmaus.act.edu.au/about-us/governance/
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Wednesday 26 June 
 

• School Banking 
 

Thursday 27 June 
 

• Sec Science Excursion 
 

Friday 28 June 
 

• Year 2 Assembly 

• SRC – Hot Dog Sales 
 

Saturday 29 June 
 

• New Parent Induction Course 

 

 

 
Monday 1 July  
• Y6-10 ASPIRE week  
 

Tuesday 2 July  
• Y6-10 ASPIRE week  
 

Wednesday 3 July 
• Y6-10 ASPIRE week  

• School Banking 
 

Thursday 4 July  
 

• Y6-10 ASPIRE week  
 

Friday 5 July  
 

• Y6-10 ASPIRE week  

• SRC – Hot Dog Sales 

• P-10 School Assembly 2pm 

• End of Term 2 

 
 

 
 

Term 3 
Start: Monday 29 July 

End: Friday 27 September 
 

Term 4 
Start: Monday 14 October 

End: Wednesday 18 December 

 
One of our longest serving staff members, Mr Godfrey Muthomi, will enter the 
joy of semi-retirement at the end of this term. At the appropriate time, we will 
farewell Godfrey, but this is what Godfrey himself recently wrote to staff: 
 

Dear Colleagues, 
It’s with mixed emotions that I announce to you that my time in 
Emmaus Christian School as a permanent member of teaching staff 
will be over by the end of this term. I have thoroughly enjoyed working 
with you. I have learnt a lot professionally, I have felt included, valued 
and loved. My modus operandi at Emmaus for the many years has 
been guided and informed by the following scripture, “Do not withhold 
good from those to whom it is due, when it is in your power to act” 
[Proverbs 3:27]. I will miss the fellowship, camaraderie, and friendship, 
but I will remember you in my prayers. I embrace my new chapter of 
life with great confidence and trust in our Lord God. “But now, thus 
says the LORD, who created you, O Jacob, And He who formed you, 
O Israel: “Fear not, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by your 
name; You are Mine. Isaiah 43:1-2]” 
 

As a Christian school, we aim for our students to understand that salvation 
is only to be found in Jesus. In other words, outside ourselves. Why do we 
do this? Not just because the gospel (good news) of Jesus Christ is central 
to what we do, it is also because this is the glorious hope we have in 
eternity with Christ.  
 
So how did it happen that we can be reconciled to God? 
On the cross, Christ paid the debt for every selfish desire, thought, word, or 
deed to which we will ever give ourselves. 
 
We no longer have to be afraid to own up to our selfishness. We do not 
have to whitewash our thoughts and motives. We do not have to cover our 
sin by blaming others or by self-atoning logic. We do not have to give 
ourselves to acts of penance (self-atonement) that make us feel better 
about ourselves. We do not have to search for biblical passages that will 
give ease to our consciences. 
 
No, our debt has been fully paid. Our punishment has been borne by 
Another. There is One who has taken our place and been condemned 
instead of us. 
 
The Apostle Paul says, “Having forgiven us all our trespasses, by cancelling 
the record of debt that stood against us with its legal demands. This he set 
aside, nailing it to the cross.” (Colossians 2:13b—14). 
 
As God’s child, we have been forgiven for every act of self-focused 
independence and rebellion. We have been freed from the debt of your 
every failure to love God above all else and your neighbour as ourselves. 
 
We no longer need to live in hiding. Forgiving grace welcomes us out of the 
darkness to lift the burden of refusal, guilt, fear and shame off our 
shoulders. 
 
So, we have been invited to confess and receive the forgiveness that is ours 
and doing so we are perfectly reconciled to God. What a glorious God we 
have! 
 
Erik Hofsink 
Principal 
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This week the board facilitated another successful Association AGM, with time to reflect on the successes of 

the past twelve months, and discuss continued changes to things like our Constitution and legal entity to 

ensure we remain as healthy and vibrant as possible. Our Treasurer Josh Thow was able to report on a strong 

balance sheet for the past year, which, alongside Charlotte Kruger’s hard work to submit two Block Grant 

Authority (BGA) applications, puts us in good stead to continue planning the capital works as laid out in our 

building master plan. We are also delighted that the AGM voted in two new board members in Susie 

Edwards and Laura Day. Both bring an exceptional diversity of experience and ability to the board, and we 

wish to formally welcome them and thank them for choosing to serve the school in this way. The AGM also 

recognised the substantial contribution of outgoing members in Pinghan Chua, Rachel McClure and Bronwyn 

Hatherley; our school is richer for their involvement across things like the re-branding, strategic plan 

execution, and curriculum development. We also recognise Adam Moore’s continued input into the building 

master planning, even as he takes a break on the board for a season due to personal and work commitments. 

The school’s board is currently comprised of eight members, with the following key appointment holders: 

Chair: Joel Deans, Deputy Chair: John Haley, Treasurer: Josh Thow, Secretary: Susie Edwards. We encourage 

members of the Emmaus community to become official members of the school, which is a key aspect to the 

healthy governance of the school. This is the key mechanism for you to have your say of the school, and 

ensure we remain accountable in accordance with our school’s constitution. In conclusion, while there’s lots 

to celebrate, including the recent Federal election as it pertains to religious freedoms in school, much work 

remains, particularly with respect to our Christian distinctives in a world that seeks to limit the freedoms and 

choices currently afforded to us.  

God Bless  

From the Emmaus Board 

Joel Deans 

Board Chair  
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ANU School of Music, William Herbert Place Pick up 11.45am from same  

Dear Parents,  

The Emmaus Christian School Senior Band will be participating at the Australian 
National Eisteddfod again this year. This is a great opportunity for the students to 
perform in a concert hall that is used by many professional musicians. 

It would be appreciated if all Senior Band students attended the Eisteddfod as we 
are a team and all members of the band hold an important part that compliments 
all the other parts. 

The Eisteddfod requires students to arrive at the start of the section we are entering in and we are asked to 
stay until the end of the section where the adjudicator will give feedback and results. 

The performance is available for the public to attend and tickets will only be available at the door (no pre-
purchase available like previous years). 

As this is a formal performance all students are expected to wear full winter school uniform (no shorts) – NOT 
sports uniform. Items to bring include: instrument, music and water bottle. 

More information about the Australian National Eisteddfod can be found at 
http://www.nationaleisteddfod.org.au. 

Should you have any questions please email markb@emmaus.act.edu.au.  

Regards 

Mark Body,  & Luke Willsmore, 
Band Teacher       Head of Secondary 

  

http://www.nationaleisteddfod.org.au/
mailto:markb@emmaus.act.edu.au
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Dear Parents,  

Our Visual Arts Elective class has been studying a variety of printmaking techniques this semester. As a class 

we will be attending a workshop under the direct supervision of one of Megalo’s experienced printmakers.  

Students will be introduced to the world of intaglio printing. Students will explore various etching techniques 

using their own drawings and sketches. They will have an opportunity to use the fully equipped printmaking 

studios and experience printing with presses. The students will learn how to etch a plate, ink up, print and dry 

the prints during the workshop. 

As we will be dealing with inks you do not need to wear school uniform but make sure you have covered 

shoes and suitable clothes for an excursion and possibility of getting dirty with paints. 

Morning tea, lunch and a water bottle are required as there are no facilities to buy anything. Items to bring: 
Lunch, Drink Bottle & Visual Art Diary. 

Return travel arrangements will be by mini bus. 

Should you have any questions please email ingrid@emmaus.act.edu.au  

Regards 

Ingrid Sloan - Visual Arts and Design Technology Teacher 

Student to be dropped off between 8:30 and 9:20am, Harrison Playing Fields, Katoomba St, Harrison

 
Dear Year 5 & 6 Parents, 
 
Emmaus has entered 4 teams into the Canberra United Cup Football (soccer) 5 a-side Football Festival. 
 
Spaces are limited, and if your child is interested in attending this event, please proceed to Trybooking to 
register and then complete the eForm on Skoolbag. Cost $10 per student. 
 
Trybooking Link: https://www.trybooking.com/BCWVE 
 
This event provides boys and girls, who may or may not have played football before, the opportunity to 
experience and be introduced to football in a fun, safe and pressure free environment.  
 
The focus of the gala day is entirely on enjoyment and participation as there will be no winners or scores 
recorded. 
 
The day will consist of a round robin format with teams playing up to five matches and participating in some 
football challenges throughout the day. 
 
There will be a girls team, boys team, mixed team and another team based on demand. 

 
Teams will consist of a minimum of 5 and maximum of 8 players.  
 
Should you have any questions please email jennym@emmaus.act.edu.au  
 
 

 

mailto:ingrid@emmaus.act.edu.au
https://www.trybooking.com/BCWVE
mailto:jennym@emmaus.act.edu.au
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A reminder that all new parents to the school, who have partnered with Emmaus Christian School since the 

start of 2016, are expected to complete the Emmaus New Parent Induction Course. For those who have not 

yet attended this Course you will receive an invitation to attend closer to the date. (Note that you only have to 

attend one of them and not all four – PIP Hours apply). If you have not received an invitation but would like to 

attend, please contact abbi@emmaus.act.edu.au. We have set aside three dates for this in 2019 and these 

are:  

• Term 2 Saturday, 29 June 2019 

• Term 3 Saturday, 17 August 2019 

• Term 4 Saturday, 23 November 2019 
 

  

 

Dear Emmaus Families, 

 

Starting Monday 19th August (Term 3, 

Week 4), we will be holding Book Week. 

Over the week lots of exciting things will 

happen including book challenges for 

students, a dress up as your favourite book 

character parade (Monday 19th), 

Grandparents and Special Friends Day 

(Friday 23rd), and two Primary School 

MMAADD (Music, Media Arts, Art, Dance 

and Drama) performances. 

 

Following is the invite for Grandparents 

and Special Friends. Please extend an 

invitation to your children’s grandparents 

and/or older friends or neighbours. Invites 

have been sent out via Skoolbag. 

 

 

 

To place your child’s order please proceed 
to Skoolbag. All orders need to be placed 
by noon on Tuesdays of each week. Cash 
payment is required at the time of pick up 
on the day. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:abbi@emmaus.act.edu.au
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Emmaus holds a Working Bee each Term of the school year. Our Term 2 Working Bee for the year will be held 

on Saturday 1 June, 9:00am – 1:00pm. This is a great way to meet and get to know other Emmaus families, 

staff and Board Members at the school.   

 

Light refreshments will be served in the form of Morning Tea. There will be a range of jobs to do at the Working 

Bee which will include the following but are not limited to; cleaning, vacuuming, general tidying of school, general 

maintenance items, gardening, weeding, sweeping, mulching & leaf cleaning etc.  

 

All hours volunteered will be registered as PIP. We look forward to seeing you there! 

 

 

We have another great opportunity to conduct a Bunnings BBQ on Sunday, 
23rd June 2019 at Bunnings Majura Park (Canberra Airport) and we need your 
help. Time slots are open from 7am – 6pm.  
 
This is a great fundraiser for the school. PIP hours apply for the hours that you volunteer. Please text Dave on 
0433 000 461 if you are available to assist.  

 

The Emmaus Secondary Science Fair is taking place this year on Thursday 15th 

August (Term 3, Week 3), from 9.00am – 1pm.   

We would like you to consider accepting our invitation to be one of the judges for the 

morning. The theme for this year is Biology. We are looking to have 10 people, with 

qualifications or a background in Science, who would be prepared to come and judge 

the projects. Even if you are not interested in judging you are invited to come and see 

the student investigations as they present them to the school community.  

To volunteer for this position, or for more information, please contact Peter Willis via 

email peterw@emmaus.act.edu.au  

 

 

Following the success of collecting Woolworths Earn & Learn stickers in previous years, Emmaus is collecting 

again from 1 May to 25 June 2019.  

 

We would love you to get on board and help us collect stickers. 

 

A collection box is set up in the Front Office for you to place your stickers in and help us earn points to receive 

free educational equipment. Thank you in advance for your support! 

 

mailto:peterw@emmaus.act.edu.au
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Entertainment Memberships for 2019 / 2020 are now available to purchase! 
 

Follow the link below to order your Membership online today. https://www.entbook.com.au/239r29 
 
Cost: $60 each. Memberships are available in Digital or Book format.  
 

20% of each Membership sale will assist the school in their fundraising efforts.  
 

 

The Entertainment Book, and the Entertainment Digital Membership, are your 
guide to the most popular restaurants, attractions, shopping, travel and more. 
 

• Discover over $20,000 worth of value with up to 50% off and 2-for-1 offers 

• Exclusive Member rates at over thousands of hotels and resorts around the 
world 

• Member-only priced cinema tickets, theme park tickets, flights, gift cards and 
more 

• Access to valuable rental car offers you can book online with ease 

• Easy online search, mapping and reviews of participating businesses 
 

Congratulations to Grace on her achievement this past weekend in 

the Canberra String Festival 2019. 

Grace was awarded First Place in AMEB Grade 3, followed by 

Third Place in the Junior Concerto. 

We look forward to having Grace share her talent with the school 

in the future. 

 

Congratulations to Mr & Mrs Breeze on the safe arrival of their 

beautiful little baby girl Sarah Anna Breeze. 

 Sarah was born on Wednesday this week and she is beautiful.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.entbook.com.au/239r29
https://www.entertainmentbook.com.au/about/flickbook/canberra


 

 

P  02 6247 7151

 

 

Emmaus Teachers, Students and Parents shared in our Reconciliation Day Assembly on Friday as we 
remembered and talked about our Australian History, acknowledging the first people of this great country.
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Being a parent is the hardest job we’ll ever have.  All parents at some time experience difficulties and 

stress. 

 

Parentline ACT is a confidential and free telephone and face-to-face counselling and information service.  

Contact: 6287 3833 

 

  Phone Parentline if you would you like:  

• To talk with someone about those parenting issues. 

• Help with some ideas on raising children. 

• Support in the important job you are doing. 

• To know what is available for parents, teenagers and children. 

• To build better relationships in your family. 

• Help to understand your child or teenager’s behaviour. 

• Make an appointment for a counselling session. 

 

Parentline ACT. 

Monday to Friday (except on public holidays), 9am to 5pm. 

Phone: 6287 3833 

 

 

 
We thank your school for continuing to support a sport your students can play for life. As a sport that is played 
all year round we invite your students to join a Winter Tennis Program or a Holiday Kids Tennis Camp.  If you 
can place the following information in your schools next newsletter it would be much appreciated.  

 
Winter Junior Tennis Coaching @ South & North Canberra Tennis Clubs 
 - Qualified Tennis Australia Coaches 
 - Free tennis racquet for new players 
 - Trial lesson available 
 
July School Holiday Camps  @ Old Parliament House Tennis Club 
 - July 8th - 10th (Week 1) & July 17th - 19th (Week 2) 
 - All ages & abilities  
 - Morning, half-day & full-day options 

 
Contact: www.tenniscanberra.com.au | 0416 186 121 | play@tenniscanberra.com.au 

 

 

  

http://www.tenniscanberra.com.au/
mailto:play@tenniscanberra.com.au
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A MEMBERSHIP COVENANT FOR CEN MEMBER SCHOOLS

BELONGING TO CEN

VISION

Our member associations and schools are all closely connected and defined by strong partnerships between 
home, church, and school to promote a transforming and biblically authentic approach to education that:

1. 	 celebrates the lordship of Christ over all of life,

2. 	positions the gospel rather than cultural forces as the primary shaper of how we think and live, 

3. 	affirms the role of parents as having responsibility to ensure their children are educated within this 
understanding.

Above all, Christian Education National promotes a transformational Christian worldview where Jesus’ love, 
power, and authority inform and guide all practice and community life—including leadership, management, 
teaching, curriculum, and effective governance—in its member schools.

vision community partnership

Member schools of Christian Education National individually and collectively have a wonderfully rich heritage. 
It’s a heritage of humble beginnings in churches, portables and simple buildings lovingly constructed by 
parents, tradies and others, growing into today’s wonderfully designed places of learning. And it’s an innovative 
culture of developing Christian teacher education that has matured into the robust National Institute for 
Christian Education that we have today. We have certainly been blessed in living out our vision under God’s 
continued guidance and affirmation. 

The purpose of Belonging to CEN can be thought of as follows: through it, each member is reminded of who 
we are together, keeping our vision strong. In reflecting on it, each member knows that they are not alone. And 
as each member refreshes their commitment, they realise that what they do in their school setting can impact 
all of us together. These are taken into account by CEN as it encourages and builds up member schools. 
Belonging to CEN points us to the fact that our relationship is not merely transactional, but covenantal.



we continue to remain stronger together

www.cen.edu.au

FOUNDATIONS

1. 	 The Bible is central to all that we think and do
2. 	We affirm the close relationship of home, church and school
3. 	Parents have the prime responsibility for the education of their children
4.	Parents are supported and equipped to effectively govern our schools
5.	 Ongoing Christian teacher development underpins quality Christian education
6.	A Christian worldview shapes the entire curriculum in our schools
7.	 We are stronger together as a group of schools
8.	Generosity and sharing are essential to our ethos 

AFFIRMATION OF MEMBERSHIP

The CEN Constitution contains the following membership requirements. As a member of CEN we 
affirm that:
•	 we agree to be bound by the constitution of CEN,
•	 we understand and agree with the CEN Statement of Faith, 
•	 we have a Constitution that is consistent with the CEN Statement of Faith ,
•	 we are committed to paying our membership fees,
•	 we will notify CEN concerning any changes to our governing documents if and when they occur.



CEN COMMITMENTS TO MEMBERS

CEN commits to help and serve its members by:
•	 ensuring members are well versed in CEN’s vision and purposes,  
•	 providing members with tools to develop their governance policies and practices so that they align with the 

CEN Foundations,
•	 providing quality professional learning opportunities to each member’s board,
•	 providing members with a range of services offering effective counsel and advice concerning significant 

leadership, governance, and strategic matters - or recommend other reputable consultants as required,
•	 providing members with resources to enable grievance and dispute resolution processes for executive and 

governance level issues if and when they are needed,
•	 training Christian teachers to teach Christianly; with purpose and distinction, 
•	 facilitating member to member sharing of their experience and learnings, and
•	 providing access to tools to enable members to better understand and ensure their financial viability.   

MEMBER COMMITMENTS TO CEN AND ONE ANOTHER

As members of CEN we aspire to:
•	 govern our schools in a way that aligns with the CEN Foundations,
•	 ensure our directors and executives are well versed in the vision and purposes of CEN,
•	 seek counsel and advice from CEN about significant leadership, governance, and strategic matters where applicable,
•	 implement executive and governance level grievance and dispute resolution processes that are biblically 

grounded and involve participation by CEN where applicable, and,
•	 share our experience and learnings with one another to foster growth, collaboration, and better outcomes for 

all members.

www.cen.edu.au

vision community partnership



ANY QUESTIONS? 
Please contact our National Office staff  
02 4773 5800 or cen@cen.edu.au

Or contact your State Executive Officer:

Kathy Pereira, NSW and ACT 
kathy.pereira@cen.edu.au

Chris Prior, VIC 
chris.prior@cen.edu.au

Paul Arundell, NT 
paul.arundell@ntchristianschools.com.au

Mike Vos, TAS 
mike.vos@cen.edu.au

Fiona Partridge, SA 
fiona.partridge@cen.edu.au

Lynne Doneley, QLD 
ldoneley@christianschools.org.au

Mark Steyn, WA 
msteyn@rehoboth.wa.edu.au

we continue to remain stronger together

www.cen.edu.au

Plan for your board and executive to 
creatively engage with Belonging to 
CEN at least every two years. Have 
your delegate review it as part of their 
preparation for the CEN AGM.

Make familiarisation with Belonging to 
CEN a routine part of induction for new 
board members and executive officers.

In its Annual General Meetings, CEN 
plans to symbolically express the  
covenant in Belonging to CEN.

For more information on the CEN 
Vision and Mission, Statement of Faith, 
and Constitution, please visit the CEN 
website www.cen.edu.au 


