With this final newsletter of the term I’d like to wish you
all a happy holidays and a lovely time of rest and
recovery from undoubtedly the toughest ten weeks we
all have ever been through. God graciously
safeguarded our journey and we are deeply mindful of
his mercies being renewed each day. We also trust Him
to guide us further and protect us in times to come.

Term 2
Start: Tuesday, 28th April 2020
End: Friday, 3rd July 2020

Once again, thank you for your wonderful cooperation
during the turmoil we experienced between March and
June. It warms my heart that we can do this in such a
strong sense of partnership.
Teaching staff will reassemble at school from Monday the 22nd of July to Friday
the 24th of July. During this time, we will be engaging in a week of Professional
Learning and preparation.
During this afternoon’s virtual assembly, we have farewelled Charlotte Kruger
and thanked her for her 4 years and 2 months of dedication to Emmaus. As I said
in the recent Parent Memorandum, words cannot express how much Charlotte
has done for Emmaus and what an enormous impact she had on the school’s
strong financial position and overall development since she started with us early
in 2016. As a school we will forever remain thankful and appreciative for her input
and hard work. She leaves an unforgettable legacy in the administration, financial
success, immense building programs and master plan development of Emmaus.
We also promised Charlotte an invitation to come and visit to help us open the
new Primary refurbishment and extensions when they are complete towards the
end of Term 1 in 2021.
A friend and colleague of mine, Martin Hanscamp, who has been in Christian
education for many years and later served the Australian Association of Christian
Schools as Executive Officer, recently published a book with all his newsletter
writings and reflection over many years. I must say, I delight in this book because
not only do I know Martin and learned much from his incredible wisdom and
experience around Christian schools, but also because I can relate to so much of
it. With just over 25 years’ experience in Christian education myself, I enjoy
reading the stories because they continue to shape and grow me. Here is one
today that I thought would be good to share with you.
How much 'God Talk' Do We Do at School?
According to Martin’s subtitle, “this is the wrong question.”
Because we believe that all of life is connected to the God who creates, sustains
and redeems it, in some ways we can say there's lots of 'God talk'. Our
framework for understanding, the set of glasses we have on, deep within our
bones (DNA) is the view that there is a God who loves us and wants us to serve
Him in our educational endeavour. Our core beliefs mean that God permeates all
of our thinking, teaching and learning, like yeast in bread.

Term 3
Start: Monday, 27th July 2020
End: Friday, 25th September 2020

Term 4
Start: Monday, 12th October 2020
End: Wednesday, 16th December 2020

Preschool
8.30am: Start
12.00pm: Lunch
6.00pm: Finish
Students are signed in and out by
their caregiver
Primary School
8.53am: Primary School bell sounds
8.55am: Morning Assembly Line-up
3.00pm: Finish
Secondary School
8.45am: Start
3.10pm: Finish

Because we believe that all of life is connected to the God who creates, sustains and redeems it, in some
ways we can say there's lots of 'God talk'. Our framework for understanding, the set of glasses we have on,
deep within our bones (DNA) is the view that there is a God who loves us and wants us to serve Him in our
educational endeavour. Our core beliefs mean that God permeates all of our thinking, teaching and learning,
like yeast in bread.
However, when parents or students ask this question, they are not referring to this overall outlook, but to the
specifics of a religious issue cropping up in the classroom, or whether 'religious studies' is their 'thing.'
The 'God glasses' that we wear, however, do not mean we are always talking about God or using 'religious
language.' Rather, it means that our Christian worldview functions like a set of glasses through which we view
life and the world. Like glasses, our Christian worldview provides clarity and focus.

People who wear glasses don't keep taking them off all the time to inspect or clean them. In the same way, we
don't Incessantly talk about our Christian worldview 'glasses'. At the same time, there are times when we do
need to clean our worldview 'glasses'. From time to time, we need to concentrate on clarifying and checking
whether our Christian approach to a particular area is directed by the Bible. We need to see whether the
Scriptures are genuinely shaping our worldview beliefs. We also need to acknowledge the author of life and
knowledge and the only one who can save us and our works - Jesus Christ. This means those times of Bible
reading, prayer and reflection have a significant place in the life of our school.
While we have devotion times each day, and times of listening to God's Word and of prayer when we gather,
we do not have a 'special' place for doing this. We believe that such devotional times can occur anywhere.
Indeed, the most natural place for them to occur is in the classrooms where students most frequently learn
together. So, while these devotional times are an important feature of our school, they are not the things that
makes us 'Christian'.
Those who ask the 'God talk' question frequently have a dualistic view of life that places religious parts into its
own special category that can be picked up or left alone. We don't share that view. We do not split life into
'sacred' parts and 'secular' parts. We firmly believe that this sort of division is contrary to the biblical message
and the meaning of the gospel of Jesus Christ.
Secular humanism (a philosophy that excludes the spiritual) is very happy to make this division in order to
isolate some areas of life from the influence of 'religion'. This viewpoint is happy for people to practice their
faith and follow their beliefs in the privacy of their homes or churches, but they don't want the Christian (or any
other) faith to spread its influence into the so-called mainstream public areas of life such as education or even
within our classrooms. We believe that it's fundamental to the message of the gospel that Jesus Christ is Lord
of all areas of life.
With Martin’s permission, over the next six months I will occasionally share one of his reflections with you.
In Christ,
Erik Hofsink
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What an amazing week of appreciation, prayer and blessings I had. I never
imagined that a farewell can be so bittersweet.
It is with mixed feelings that I farewell everyone at Emmaus. I am sad
because there is something very special about Emmaus that I will miss very
much. We are a family here in Canberra, with a sovereign God protecting and
providing for us each and every day. I am sad to say goodbye, but also happy
as I know Emmaus will only grow from strength to strength in the years to
come. I am also thankful that I could have been part of life here for the past 5
years.
I have very fond memories of Emmaus and my two sons graduating Y10 from
here. I have my beautiful and kind daughter, Michelle who is currently in Year
6 at Emmaus. We all share very special memories of fun carnival days, fun
musicals, the best Fetes in Canberra, the most beautiful grandparents days,
fun pool days at the end of the year, leaves in the courtyard in autumn, icy
poles on the last day of the school year and many, many more very special
memories. I am so thankful for newsletters full of memories and photos that
we can take with us to remember all these special times.
My kids made some of their best friends at Emmaus. My eldest son at Uni still catches up with Emmaus
friends regularly. My other son in Y12 at Gungahlin College still hangs out with Emmaus students at College
every day, including over weekends and during holidays. Emmaus is a special school where students make
special friends - friends for life.
In the 5 years our family have been part of Emmaus we saw many things happening - we saw a new
Preschool and Woodwork building being built, a new playground, we saw a new buggy around school with Mr
Nelan behind the wheel, we saw demountables being delivered with big cranes and trucks, we saw a new
playground being constructed. We saw many new students and teachers joining this very special school and
we know there are many more exciting things to come. God is in control and growing his Kingdom and
Emmaus too.
I have many people I want to thank – the special teachers who left a mark on me and on my kids. I often hear
my kids reminiscing about something that one of the teachers of Emmaus had said or done. They, and I, have
come to love and respect the teachers here. They are truly amazing and faithfully do an incredible job at
teaching students from a Biblical viewpoint, preparing them for life in a very busy, complicated and sometimes
messy world. I will always remember how much they cared for and loved their students - how they saw their
classrooms as their mission fields.
I want to thank the special ladies in the
office. Once you become part of their
team, you realise how much they do and
how much they love the school. They are
a very special team and together we
have managed (and survived!) many
improvements and changes. I have
come to love and care deeply for this
team and I will never forget them.
I want to thank our maintenance team,
Nelan and John. This two-man team is
always fixing, moving and improving
things on our campus. We had lots of fun
and laughter along the way and I will
miss their humour greatly. I loved hearing
all their ideas and seeing all their plans
coming together. They are seriously the
best maintenance team in Canberra.
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I also want to thank Mr Hofsink and all the Heads of the School I worked so closely with. I learned much from
them and I will truly miss their straight talk, their honesty and their hearts for students and Emmaus. They are
one powerful team and parents can rest assured that Emmaus is in good hands with this team at the helm.

I want to thank the Board for their confidence in me to fulfil the role as Business Manager in an exciting time of
growth and change. It was a role filled with variety and daily challenges that certainly grew my faith and my
character.
Most of all I want to thank God for being in control of Emmaus. I want to thank Him for providing teachers who
walk alongside students to open up scripture, hearts and minds of students in order for them to see and
understand Jesus and how much he loves them. I want to thank God for a principal and teachers who teach
students that God is more than enough for them.
Thank you for every kind word and memory that you left for me in the past 5 years and especially in the last
week. I will miss Emmaus and I will forever remember the community, staff and very cute and loveable
students of Emmaus.
I want to take this opportunity to wish my successor all the best in his/her role and ask you to support and love
him/her the same way you loved and supported me.
May the Lord bless you and keep you, may the Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious to you.
Love you all and will miss Emmaus more than I can say.

Charlotte Kruger
Ps. In Emmaus (or Miss Orr) tradition I had to leave you with a joke or two….
Q. Why is a math book always unhappy?
A. Because it always has lots of problems.
Q. Why is 6 afraid of 7
A. Because 7 8 9
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Activity

Contact

Day

Room

Time

Details

Secondary
Homework
Club
(Years 6-10)

Mrs Marcia Melville

Monday

South Demountable
Classroom

3:10pm - 4:00pm

Week 1 – Week 9, Term 3
Secondary Students Year 6 - 10
South Room in Secondary
Limit 30 students

Kids Who
Code @
Emmaus

Mrs Nikkie Harper

Monday

Mrs Harper’s
Classroom
&
Mr Behrendorff’s
Classroom

3:15pm – 4:30pm

Starts Week 2-9
8 weeks in total
Cost: $10 per week.
A weekly commitment is required.
How to register?
Fill in the form via this link
https://forms.gle/NAyTh1KxgCdpAJi37
(see Skoolbag for details on how to
Register) Limit 40 students

marciam@emmaus.act.edu.au

Mr Luke Behrendorf
systemicinnovationsACT@gmail.com

In 2020, Kids Who Code @ Emmaus will run two classes to cater for beginner and advanced students. Mr. Behrendorf will run the one class,
and Mrs. Harper the other, Students will be split into their classes in the first week.
Please send afternoon tea with your child. Pick up will be at the after school pick up area. We will be using the website code.org.

Bible Study
Secondary
Girls

Miss Caroline Orr

Chess Club

Mr Andrew Miller

Tuesday

Miss Orr’s
Classroom
Year 4 – North
Demountable

3.15 to 4.30pm

Starts Week 1 - 9
All secondary girls welcome.

Tuesday

Mr Miller’s Classroom
(upstairs)

3:10 to 4:00pm

Starts Week 1 - 9
Primary Students Years K - 6
Cost: $45 for 9 Weeks Tuition
(no refunds)
(see Skoolbag for details on how
to Register or Trybooking Link)
https://www.trybooking.com/BKEQN
Limit 30 students

carolineo@emmaus.act.edu.au

andrewm@emmaus.act.edu.au

Note: If you registered and paid for Term 2, 2020, you will be offered the discounted rate of $30 for Term 3.

Primary
Choir

Mrs Marcia Melville

Secondary
Choir

Mrs Marcia Melville

Language
Classes

Laurel Purtle
Ph: 0421 858 937 or

Wednesday

Music Room

10:40am Recess

Starts Week 1 - 9
Primary Students
(Kindergarten to Year 5)

Thursday

Music Room

10:40am Recess

Starts Week 1 - 9
Secondary Students
(Year 6 – 10)

Thursday

French

3:15pm to
4:15pm

French Class (established class)
Also offering Italian & German classes for
new students. Contact for further details.

marciam@emmaus.act.edu.au

marciam@emmaus.act.edu.au

stelladassah@gmail.com

We have the following instrumental tuition available at Emmaus.
Jeandre Fourie

Julia Clancy

Justin Buckingham

Cindy Soh

jeandre4e@gmail.com
0405 770 662
•
Bass, Classical Guitar, Pop/Rock Guitar, Ukulele
julia.k.clancy@gmail.com
0406 137 240
•
Violin
justin@thewoodwindcompanion.com
0415 444 871
•
Alto & Tenor Saxophone, Clarinet, Flute
cindysohmusic@gmail.com
0466 471 386
•
Piano
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If you would like more
information about Emmaus’
Private Music Tuition, please
contact the provider above.
For any further questions
music related, please
contact Mr Mark Body
(Performing Arts Teacher) on
markb@emmaus.act.edu.au.

Students will receive their school photo packs from their class Teachers /
Homeroom Teachers in Term 3. Could you please ensure that these
are completed and returned to school with the correct cash
payment enclosed. Payment via credit card can also be made through
the MSP online website. Remember to quote your individual student
code as a reference when paying online. Details of this will be located on
your child’s individual photo pack.
Family / Siblings Photo Orders: A discount applies for families with 3 or
more children. After purchasing Individual Packs for EACH child, a
Siblings Presentation pack of your choice will be free.
Only children who present a Siblings Presentation order form to the
photographer on Photo Day will have their Family / Siblings photo taken.
Family Photo envelopes will be available at the School Office.
All Students are required to wear their full Winter Uniform. Emmaus
shell jackets will be removed just prior to photos being taken in the Gymnasium.

Please keep this date open in your diary for our first Annual General Meeting as a company.
To join Emmaus Christian School Canberra Limited as a company member, please click on the following link:
ECS Canberra Limited Membership Application Form
If you'd like more information about becoming a member of ECS Canberra Ltd, email Susie Edward at
susiee@emmaus.act.edu.au

Emmaus Christian School is excited to offer the Commonwealth Bank
School Banking program to all students.
School Banking is a fun, interactive and engaging way for young Australians
to learn about money and develop good savings habits. Children who deposit money into their Youthsaver
account through School Banking earn Dollarmites tokens, which they can save up and redeem for exciting
rewards.

If you would like to know more about School Banking, please ask for a 2020 School Banking program
information pack from the school office or visit www.commbank.com.au/schoolbanking
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Due to Covid-19, the Board has approved a 50% reduction in the required hours for this
year. We trust that this will alleviate some of the stresses that the pandemic caused.
The 2020 amounts are as follows; your current PIP account will be updated in the coming
week.
Please Note: PIP eforms have been turned off for the next week while account adjustments
are being undertaken.
2020 PIP

Combined Family

Single Parent

Preschool

5 hours

2.5 hours

K-10

12.5 hours

6 hours

The SRC are selling Hot Chocolates and Tim Tams to Secondary students
on Tuesday & Friday mornings for the remainder of Term 2.
Hot Chocolate $2.00
Tim Tams 50c each

Macdonalds Jamison have provided an update on their current trading hours. They are encouraging families
to purchase online but would also like to encourage families to call ahead to ensure the store is open and for
availability of uniform. Please note times may continue to change over the coming weeks and months.
Online Orders 24/7
•
•
•
•

Monday to Friday 9:00am – 5:00pm
Saturday 9:00am – 4:00pm
Sunday 10:00am – 3:00pm
Public Holidays Closed

Dear Primary Families,
Please contact the office if you need a Family Name Sign to be made.
End of Day Car Park Pick up:
• Please place your FAMILY NAME sign on the dashboard
• Use the drive-through lanes
• Teachers will call your child/ren out so they can get in the car
• Please stay in your car when in the drive-through lanes
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•

Please DRIVE SLOWLY, and ONE WAY ONLY.

•

NO PARKING on Davenport St Nature Strip

•

Parking on the nature strip by the Pedestrian Crossing blocks the view of
drivers and endangers students.

•

Please do not leave your car in the Pickup/Drop Off Zone and
continue to move forward in the line to enable further traffic to join
the queue

•

Please DO NOT PARK in the Bus Zone or neighbors’ driveways
Please stop and give way to pedestrians at the crossings

Remember that driving very slowly in this car park is a
key to the ongoing safety of our pedestrians. Please do
not leave your vehicle when you use the three spaces in
the Drop off /Pick up Zone. Finally, please keep the
speed at a maximum 10km/h in the car park. Thank you
for your cooperation.
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These changes will help make public transport in Canberra easier to use by providing more services and
increased frequency, to ensure that people have greater opportunity to spread out their travel across the
day as we recover from COVID-19.
Transport Canberra has worked closely with the school community and we are providing increased
frequency and additional services for school students across Canberra.
As a new timetable is being introduced, there will be minor changes for all students travelling to and from
school on public transport across Canberra from the first day of Term 3, 2020 (Monday 20 July 2020). In most
cases, this will mean that students will catch the same service from the same stop, but the times that
services arrive, and leave may change.
In addition, Transport Canberra has made the following changes:
Changes to school specials from Gungahlin
•
•
•
•

From Term 3, school routes 1023 and 1024 to Daramalan College from Gungahlin will be combined.
Relatively few students were using these services, and they can be accommodated on a single bus.
All students currently using routes 1023 and 1024 will be able to continue using route 1023, including
students at Emmaus College who catch a bus from near Daramalan College.
There will be no changes to school routes 1023 and 1024 during Term 2, 2020.

Better connections to Mitchell
•
•

From Term 3, there will be improved connections from Dickson to Mitchell for students travelling to
after school activities.
School route 1023 will travel to the schools via Mitchell. Additionally, students will be able to use route
18 services for this trip, as route 18 will be extended from the EPIC & Racecourse Light Rail stop to
Dickson.
All schools, parents and students can find out more about the specific changes by:
o checking the information packs for each school, which are online at www.transport.act.gov.au
o checking timetables for each route (including school specials), which are online at
www.transport.act.gov.au
o calling 13 17 10.
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SkoolBag is one of Australia's most trusted school apps and is
used by many schools to provide parents with a simple and
central communication platform. The app works on Apple,
Android and Windows devices (please see installation
instructions).
If you are a new family to Emmaus please download the
SkoolBag App.
All school and class reminders, notices and permission forms
to parents will be sent out via SkoolBag. Permission notices
can be signed and returned electronically, you can even lodge
student absence notifications and much more via SkoolBag.

Sign up to the one applicable to you.

1. Within the school's content click on the "Groups" tab.
2. Click on > Add/Remove Groups
3. Click on the

1.

2.

icon on the screen to add the relevant content groups.

P 02 6247 7151

3.

Free Dress Multi-cultural Day Missions Fundraiser
This initiative by year 3 student Robert C raised $510 for Pioneer Missions. Assisting missionaries with
children, who have had to suddenly return to Australia from overseas during the pandemic and have had to
leave their school and toys.
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Year 9 Science – Mirco-organism Growth Experiment
Students in Year 9 tested several places around the school as part of their Micro-organism Growth
Experiment. The ones that grew the most colonies and varieties were the toilet floor. The red bacteria
colonies seemed to prefer the moist locations. The ones that grew the least were the toilet seat and
computers. Other areas tested include student’s breath, courtyard tables, piano, door handles and sports
equipment. We also tested which antimicrobial agents worked best at killing the bacteria and fungi. We
found the hospital grade disinfectant and bleach were most effective and the hand wash was least effective.
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Year 8 Science – Disection of a Sheeps - Lungs, Heart, Liver & Trachea
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Friday fun in Music with a bit of Karaoke!
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Year 4 Design & Technology Builds!
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WHAT

45 minute fun-focused NETFIT ISO HIIT
sessions.

WHERE SolarHub ACT Netball Centre - 435
Northbourne Avenue, Lyneham
WHEN

After School, every Tuesday through
Friday until July 17th

WHO

Age group designed, we’re offering
sessions for U/11, 13, 15 & U17+

HOW
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Book through the online calendar below,
wait for the confirmation email and pumpup your ball!
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