As each day passes, we are getting used to change being our constant.

In the best interest of the
students, staff and the
greater community, the
school has cancelled
many of the scheduled
upcoming events in
response to COVID-19.

But there is one constant that never changes, and that is Jesus Christ.
He will always be the Lord of our salvation, our Redeemer and Saviour.
So, whilst Easter will undoubtedly be different for all of us this year, it will also be
the same as always - because of Jesus.
It will be different because our circumstances have changed. We will not be able
to have the usual long weekend away from home. We may not have the family
get-together we have each year. We may miss the usual abundance of chocolate
eggs. (Many of us will probably not miss the bunnies and shopping bargains)
but...Easter 2020 will be different.
It’ll be the same because the message of Easter has never changed. Here is
why:
Jesus Christ, the Son of God who came into the world from the Father, born of a
virgin, lived a sinless life, did wonderful miracles, loved people and yet was
crucified for our sins. On the third day - this is Easter, the celebration of that
Sunday - he was raised from the dead never to die again. He gave infallible proof
that he was alive by appearing to over five hundred people. He was raised
physically. They recognised him. They could put their hands in his wounds. He
ate fish in front of them. Yet, it was more than physical. He seemed to go and
come at will. Locked doors didn’t get in his way. There was this unusual new
dimension to his body.
He ascended to the right hand of the Father. He sits on the throne with God. He
intercedes for us there, praying for his people every day. He is reigning until he
puts all his enemies under his feet. The end of Matthew says he has all authority
in heaven and on earth (Matthew 28:18). He will never die again. He has the
keys of death and hell in his hands.
So, what then is the significance of this unchanging message at Easter?
It probably won’t change our circumstances this year but the message about our
eternity is clear. Your sins are forgiven! It is secured by the resurrection of Jesus
Christ.
And then the comfort of Easter: Jesus is going to give me a body like his
resurrected body.
“But our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a Saviour from there, the
Lord Jesus Christ, who, by the power that enables him to bring everything under
his control, will transform our lowly bodies so that they will be like his glorious
body.” Philippians 3:20–21

Please refer to the
Emmaus online calendar
for all cancelled school
event updates.

Term 1
Start: Monday, 3rd February 2020
End: Thursday, 9th April 2020

Term 2
Start: Tuesday, 28th April 2020
End: Friday, 3rd July 2020

Term 3
Start: Monday, 27th July 2020
End: Friday, 25th September 2020

Term 4
Start: Monday, 12th October 2020
End: Wednesday, 16th December 2020

Preschool
8.30am: Start
12.00pm: Lunch
6.00pm: Finish
Students are signed in and out by
their caregiver
Primary School
8.53am: Primary School bell sounds
8.55am: Morning Assembly Line-up
3.00pm: Finish
Secondary School
8.45am: Start
3.10pm: Finish

The implications of Easter are simply staggering. They are personally and universally precious because the
resurrection guarantees that this created order is going to be made new.
Do you remember our theme for this year?

‘Be content - Jesus in enough’
Looking at COVID-19, everything has changed. Looking at Jesus, nothing has changed.
May your Easter this year be richly blessed.
Erik Hofsink
Principal

If you are keen to catch up with me and maybe see some fellow parents, I have scheduled a meeting for next
Tuesday, 7 April 2020 at 11:00am via Zoom. Please feel free to join me for a quick update and maybe
opportunity for some discussion or questions. Zoom is a very simple way of connecting via camera or audio or
both. You have a choice whether you want to be seen, participate or just listen in. All you need to do is to grab
a device with a browser and click on this link:
Principal’s Prattle (Zoom) Meeting
A few things to remember:
•
•
•
•
•

If you are early, you will be placed in a waiting room
You will be muted upon entry
I will have a little welcoming chat with everyone in the room first
Then I will enable the function to unmute yourself if you want to ask some questions
Alternatively, you are welcome to use the chat function to ask questions.

I will save the chat and try to address any questions after the meeting by either individual response of via
Daily Notes if applicable to everyone.
Erik Hofsink Principal

Construction work is set to commence at Emmaus Christian School in April, which will involve Primary School
buildings connected to the Preschool building. There is a scheduled asbestos removal planned for the two
weekends before the April school holidays. It was planned that way to minimise any impact on school holiday
programs. Upon further investigation the work is going to take longer than initially quoted, and we have been
informed that it will take the first four days of the April school holidays.
This asbestos removal will be carried out by licensed removers to industry standards; however, the plastic
encasing will go from the primary school across to the preschool. While all risks have been mitigated to the
best of our ability, asbestos removal is not risk-free and we do not believe it is in the best interest of our
students, employees or families to be on-site while the work is done. Therefore, we will be closing our service
for the first 4 days of the school holidays while these asbestos removal works are completed. The closure
dates are April 14th – 17th.
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We sincerely apologise for any inconvenience this may cause families, and believe that, in the circumstances,
this is the only course of action that will maintain the safety of students and staff. We thank you for your
understanding.

•

We have been advised by the Government that Vacation Care Programs will still run.

•

We have limited places and priority will be given to siblings of preschool children. Due to construction
works taking place in the primary school places are more limited than usual. As a result, bookings via ‘my
family lounge’ or ‘QK enrol’ website will not open.

•

Instead please email melisa@emmaus.act.edu.au with your requests for bookings, including the name of
child/ren and which days. You will then be notified of whether your booking has been placed or if you need
to book in with one of the other vacation care providers.

Dear Emmaus families,
We wish to support our students during this difficult time and our student Wellbeing
Coordinator, Mrs Michelle Gillis, is available to talk to students in the presence of a
parent/carer via Google Meets.
Should you want your child to talk to Michelle, please email michelle@emmaus.act.edu.au to organise a time
to connect.

Our ICT Support Service (OPC-i.t.) have gone to great lengths in supporting us
during these difficult times and they have done a remarkable job so far.
For help with login issues and password resets:
•
•

Please ring their helpdesk 1300 788 616 or
e-mail loginsupport@emmaus.act.edu.au

For any student with additional learning needs, or on an Individual Learning Plan, please don’t hesitate to
contact the Assistant Head of School. They, and their team of Teaching Assistants, are eager and willing to
help.
1. Eugene Roodt - Assistant Head of Secondary & Inclusion Support for Secondary Students
2. Tamara Wilkinson - Assistant Head of Primary & Inclusion Support for Primary Students

If you have any questions or experience any difficulties with Google Classrooms, please e-mail Luke
Willsmore. Luke is eager to help parents with Google Classrooms specific questions. E.g.
Q: If my child has submitted an assignment, can it be unsubmitted for checking by me?
A: Yes, there is an unsubmit function.
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SkoolBag is one of Australia's most trusted school apps and is
used by many schools to provide parents with a simple and
central communication platform. The app works on Apple,
Android and Windows devices (please see installation
instructions).
If you are a new family to Emmaus please download the
SkoolBag App.
All school and class reminders, notices and permission forms
to parents will be sent out via SkoolBag. Permission notices
can be signed and returned electronically, you can even lodge
student absence notifications and much more via SkoolBag.

Sign up to the one applicable to you.

1. Within the school's content click on the "Groups" tab.
2. Click on > Add/Remove Groups
3. Click on the

1.

2.

icon on the screen to add the relevant content groups.

On Tuesday of this week, Mr
Hofsink had a very special visitor
come to the school. Channing has
spent some time away from school
as he has been receiving treatment
at the Sydney Children’s Hospital. It
was so nice to see Channing and
his family. Channing is now in
remission and we continue to pray
for a full recovery for Channing.
Channing will be joining Mrs
Larsen’s Kindy class online soon,
please join us in welcoming him
back.
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3.
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Bens Lion
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Spotted a chap playing tennis in a hat the other day.
Think it was Roger Fedora.
“I just bought a new hat”
“Fedora?”
“No, for me.”
I saw an advert saying, “Hairpieces from $5”.
I thought, “That’s a small price toupee”.
Who wears the biggest hat in the army?
The one with the biggest head.
Barbers. You have to take your hat off to them.
What do you call a dinosaur that wears a cowboy hat and boots? Tyrannosaurus Tex.
I saw a big cat wearing a very flamboyant hat the other day.
I think it was a dandy lion.
What did the hat say to the tie?
“You hang around here…I’ll go on a head.”
I don't like jokes about hats.
They go over my head.
Have you noticed that small men often wear pointy red hats?
... it’s a little gnome fact
Did you know you can fit any boat over your head like a hat, if you just flip it over?
That's how you make it cap-sized...
Why do spies always wear hats?
Because they are undercover.
I've been feeling down, so I bought some new socks
Cause you know what they say:
A hat warms the head
A coat warms the body
But socks warm the sole.
Why couldn't the computer take its hat off?
It had CAPS lock on.
I lost the reverse hat wearing competition last night.
Just couldn’t get my head around it.
I tend to be extra cautious around tall, large men with ten-gallon hats
They’re pretty shady individuals.
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Happy Scientist
Melting chocolate
and timing the
melting time for
different shaped
chocolate.

Matthew didn’t mind
doing this piece of
school work!!!
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Stained Glass Activity: If you have left over clear contact – gather some leaves and make
an autumn leaf stained glass window. If you don’t have clear contact you can glue your
leaves to paper or cardboard https://artfulparent.com/autumn-leaves-stained-glass/

The McDermott’s had fun this afternoon doing the "autumn" pictures ..... not so much
autumn pictures as opposed to a veggie garden version .... as you will see from Ethan's
picture with the inclusion of an immature beetroot. All my herbs have had a very good tip
pruning now! 😀
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Jethro in P3
enjoying some
rainy day
outdoor activities.
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Jethro in P3
watching
story time
online and
doing some
activities.
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James in Kindy shares
his masterpiece artwork

Joke:
Why did the duck fall down on the sidewalk?
Answer: Because he tripped on a quack!
Joke:
What did the duck say to the comedian?
Answer: You quack me up!!
Joke:
What did the duck say after he went shopping?
Answer: Put it on my bill!
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Hannah in Kindy shared with
us this amazing picture.

Joke: What do you get if you cross a
pig and a cactus?
Answer: A porky pine!
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Caitlin has transplanted the seedlings
she was growing with the rest of her
Kindy class. She has also helped her
mum plant silver beet seeds. The
picked parsley in her hand she planted
some time ago.

How delicious does
this traffic light
sandwich look.
Do you have some
ideas for creative
healthy at home
morning teas and
lunches?

P 02 6247 7151

Jasper on afternoon walks
with his dog Harper and
getting some exercise.
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Keon (Preschool)
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Sofia (Preschool)
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Art class with Miss Orr

Sam &
Robbie
deep in
concentration
while
focusing on
their school
work.
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The Dean’s family have set up a badminton net in their backyard for “home
sport” this week so they can play volleyball and badminton.
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Oliver, Grace & Micah have also
learnt how to cook dinner this week.
Micah has also enjoyed doing Art in
Kindy this week.

P 02 6247 7151

Online guitar lessons

Exercise is
essential!

P 02 6247 7151

Lydia in Year 1 is
enjoying following
along to devotions
online with the
teacher.
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“Tea party
after a busy
day of
school.”
Yovella (Yr 1)
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Cancelled Sports events had allowed the Lobusta Reyes
siblings to creatively play together but still observe social
distancing. After 6 hours of online study...they need a
breather outside. Well done kiddos!
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Joanne reading her novel for English.
Zach’s Artwork and a game of hand ball.
Games are always a favourite in the Southam house.
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Home Schooling Adventures: The Moss family have continued their morning
run up the street (when it hasn’t been raining).
Natasha, Elizabeth & Isabella have played backyard soccer with their Dad
after school, have gone for bike rides and enjoyed eating lunch outside!
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Penny in Year 4
Rainy day recess.
Board games with friends.

If you would like to share your home schooling
experience with the Emmaus community through the
Newsletter, please forward photos, videos and updates
to leonie@emmaus.act.edu.au.
We have been excited to see how the students are
responding to this current new way of life.
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